
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Fred and Laura Ruth Bidwell Foundation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Import-Export 

Your Project Summary: As part of FRONT International: Cleveland Triennial for Contemporary Art, the 

Transformer Station’s Crane Gallery will be the site of Import-Export, an exhibition of ten international 

Curatorial Correspondents, whose works will be a commentary on social and political issues from their 

home countries and foster a global exchange of ideas in Cleveland. Correspondents will engage with the 

community and local artists through programming that includes dialogues, studio visits, and presentations. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. Import-Export is an exciting project designed to 

celebrate contemporary art and spark dialogue between artists and community members across cultural 

lines. I am thrilled by the synergy, the artistic vibrancy and the broad community benefit of pulling in a cadre 

of notable international artists, and there is broad public benefit for contemporary artists and art lovers both 

within Cuyahoga County and outside of the region (who will no doubt travel to see this work). That said, I 

would love to see this project use some of the energy created to really engage with the local community in 

meaningful ways. This is such an incredible opportunity for connection with local artists and the general 

public. How will the artist residencies at the Madison building connect to/engage with the Glenview 

community, for example? I hope that CAC will discuss these options with the foundation should this project 

be funded. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - I love this project! This takes the idea of "Public Benefit" to an international level! I believe 

the key to us living in a less hateful and chaotic world is conversations with people from different ethnicities 

and backgrounds, that can lead to true empathy and understanding. This exhibition feels artistically and 

culturally vibrant, based on its premise of ten artists from different countries showing work commenting on 

social and political views. The conversations after one visit should be endless! Bravo! I fully support this 

project! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. It is held in a historically depressed area of 

Cleveland and is open to the community it is in. However, what is unclear is how, beyond economic growth 

brought by visitors to the community, the community itself benefits. More clarity could be placed around the 

immediate residents of the community that the exhibits will be held in. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Seems like a huge undertaking. I wish I had more of a sense of the marketing and 

communications plan. I believe in the organization's ability to pull it off but it is an immense project with lots 

of parts to keep track of. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project seems poised to have public benefit, but the organization did not fully articulate how 

they will ensure that this happens. The goals and associated measures are not completely aligned, and the 

measurements are fuzzy and do not follow a concrete plan/method that would definitively demonstrate 

whether or not the organization reached their goals. Otherwise, the space is one that appears to encourage 

a lot of community engagement. More needed to be said about how the project itself would increase that 

potential in the international context. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

